Dr George Percival joined the consultant staff when the new building was opened in 1936. Trained in Paris, Lausanne, and Zurich, he knew as well as Dr Jamieson how to deal with leg eczema. Sir Robert Grant, the head of a family already lavishly generous to the University of Edinburgh, was aware of the damage that skin disease could do to his employees, and was unhappy when he developed eczema of his legs after several days of strenuous shooting in wet weather. Pleased with Percival's cure he gave £80 000 to found a chair of dermatology in Edinburgh, and in 1946 Dr Percival became its first holder. New staff brought new strength to the department.
Dr G A Grant Peterkin, whose first description in 1937 of orf in man has become a modern classic,4 and Dr Patrick Hannay, became consultants. A whole floor was reclaimed from the venereologists. Professor P J Hare succeeded Professor Percival in 1966 . All helped to build up a modern department and to man peripheral clinics covering Fife and the Borders. In 1982 we moved to our new outpatient department, its many light rooms in striking contrast to Dr Jamieson's small dark one.
But enough of the past: dermatology is still a young subject. One half of all the consultant dermatologists ever appointed to the Royal Infirmary are here today in the seminar room. The professorial fireworks are spluttering to an end and soon we will be joining those who trained here, but who now work elsewhere, in a feast to celebrate their return to Edinburgh and to fill us with energy for the future. With things as they are now we need another slice of luck: even the fatted calf will be searched for traces of eczema.
JEAN M SCOTT
In considering the struggle by women for General Medical Council registration, I shall not deal with the lives of the early pioneers in any detail. That has been done already. I shall look at their actions in the light of attitudes existing at that time in the population generally and in the GMC in particular, or more correctly the General Council of Medical Education and Registration as it was then known.
The mid-nineteenth century saw a great change in the lives of women, best illustrated by comparing two events that took place within a short period of time. In 1840 an antislavery congress was held in London and to the confusion of the organisers four American women delegates arrived. In order to keep proprieties right, the women were made to sit behind a curtain. When To begin with the great mass of Victorian womanhood was indifferent to the arguments of the rebels. The fortunate married, the remainder of the middle class became governesses or companions, while the working classes scrubbed and scoured. Perhaps if Sophia Jex Blake had been treated more fairly in Edinburgh public opinion might not have been roused to the same extent, for echoes reached parliament and were even heard in the GMC.
Before the Medical Act 1858, which set up the GMC, anyone could practise medicine. The 1841 Census showed that though 34 000 were doing so less than 11 000 were qualified. The remained, however, and two of these concerned the women. One was related to the single diploma awarded by the royal colleges entitling the holder to registration. In January 1876 three women applied to the Royal College of Surgeons of England to sit this diploma in midwifery. The college took legal advice and when the college found that it had to admit them to the examination the examiners resigned.
The other problem was that of foreign degrees. Doctors with these degrees practising in this country before 1 October 1858 were eligible for registration. This loophole allowed Elizabeth Blackwell to register. She had come to England in August 1858 to lecture at°t he invitation of the Langham Place group, but I cannot help thinking that her visit was too well timed not to have an ulterior motive.
As a "first runner" she was an ideal choice. She had visited Britain 10 years earlier and had been a student at St Bartholomew's in 1850. Sir James Paget (GMC 1876-81) was at that time warden of the hospital college and his wife in a revealing letter wrote, "Well we have our first Lady Doctor here at last and she has actually attended two of James' lectures, taking her seat with perfect composure. The young men have behaved extremely well and she appears to go on her way unmolested."4
It was the custom for Mrs Paget to invite the students to breakfast. In this way she got to know them and learnt of any particular problems. Her letter continues, "She (EB) breakfasted here one morning with several of our students and last evening we had a few medical friends to dinner and she joined us in the evening. Her manners are quiet and it is evident her motives for the pursuit of so strange a vocation are pure and good. So These comments from the president led to discussions aiming to limit the practice of women doctors, so they would not require a knowledge of major surgical operations, nor of diseases of men after infancy. Memoranda on similar lines were received from the royal colleges and it was agreed that an amendment of the Russell Gurney Act should be sought. The eight registered women protested to the government and the BMA sent a memorandum to the GMC pointing out that "such division of opinion" was detrimental to the real interest of the profession.
Finally, after three days of debate the GMC agreed to joint examining boards for the three divisions of the Kingdom and "any person" desiring registration should appear before these and be examined in all subjects.
Sir James Paget had not supported the motion for a separate register for women. Speaking of him in 1925, Dame Mary Scharlieb says that his attitude to the question of medical women was one of simple "interest."4 He approved of the principle, but doubted how it would work practically." Like Queen Victoria he was "not averse to the medical education of women tor the treatment of Mohammedan women in the East."
Disappearance of women from index
With the passing of the amendment of the Medical Act 1879 the heading "women" disappeared from the index of the GMC minutes, but "rocks" were still ahead for the question of a midwives' register became the subject of many debates and memoranda. In 1898 three women, among them Lady Balfour of Burleigh, were part of a deputation to the GMC. The council was very much split over the whole question, as was the profession and it was not till 1902 that the Bill was passed.
In 1912 when the National Insurance Bill came into being the council received a letter from the Doctors The fall in the number of men students in their second and third years was due to the exodus to the armed forces. This also caused the intentional increase in the admission of women students in 1916.
provided that they made satisfactory progress, and after the war the problem was less acute.
In the 'twenties five London teaching hospitals closed to women and though London University Senate appointed a committee to look into this and Lady Rhondda, the industrialist, organised a protest group it was all to no avail and the GMC seems to have taken no interest. 8 Universal They are errors or inconsistencies of fact; none affects the story in which it is embedded-and none is of the least importance. They concern time and tense, distance and date, name and identity. All are reported here for the first time, or so I think.
Methods
Reading.
